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This fall’s updated COVID-19 vaccines will be available directly from the manufacturers, rather than through the 
government. Uninsured kids will be able to get these vaccines for free through the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program. 
Uninsured adults will be able to get them through the Bridge Access Program for COVID-19 Vaccines and Treatments. The 
program will use the existing public health infrastructure and partnerships with pharmacy chains to continue to offer free 
COVID-19 vaccines to uninsured adults.  

  READ MORE 

A study published early last month suggests that 70.4% 
of nearly 850,000 U.S. household COVID-19 transmissions 
started with a child. Younger kids (those who were 8 years 
old or younger) were more likely to spread the virus than 
older kids (7.6% vs 5.8%).  Generally, though, children 
caused more household transmissions during the school 
year than they did during summer and winter breaks. 

  READ MORE 

June 1, 2023  

More than 70% of COVID-19 spread in 
U.S. households started with a child

June 22, 2023  

Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech 
requests FDA authorization for their 
updated COVID-19 vaccines

June 2023 

The FDA voted to update COVID-19 vaccines for the fall. 
The new vaccine will protect against just one strain of the 
virus and will target the XBB.1.5 strain, which is currently 
the most common variant in the U.S. The updated vaccines 
could be available in September. The FDA is also trying to 
decide if everyone should get the updated vaccine, or just 
people who are at high risk of getting sick.
 

 READ MORE 

June 15, 2023  

FDA panel recommends making a 
COVID-19 vaccine aimed only at the 
XBB variant this fall

A recent study claims that parents’ fears surrounding 
the COVID-19 vaccines for children might have made 
routine childhood vaccines seem safer by comparison. 
A little more than one-third (35% to 42%) of the U.S. 
public believes COVID-19 vaccines are “very safe” for 
children. However, public attitudes on the safety of routine 
childhood vaccines have risen during the COVID-19 
pandemic (from around 60% believing they are “very safe” 
pre-pandemic to 70% in late 2022).

 READ MORE 

June 6, 2023 

COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy might not 
directly translate to fewer routine 
childhood vaccinations 

June 15, 2023   
Bridge Access Program will provide COVID-19 vaccines to the uninsured through 
December 2024

Both Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna  have applied to get 
the FDA’s okay for their updated COVID-19 vaccines. The 
new versions of these vaccines aim to provide defense 
against the XBB.1.5 strain. Unlike the bivalent vaccines, 
these shots do not also target the original Alpha strain. 
Only 17% of the U.S. has received the updated bivalent shot 
since it came out last year. Getting people to get another 
shot this fall might be a challenge for health officials.

 R E A D  M O R E   

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/18/fact-sheet-hhs-announces-hhs-bridge-access-program-covid-19-vaccines-treatments-maintain-access-covid-19-care-uninsured.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/HHS-Commercialization-Transition-Guide-508.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2805468
https://www.infectioncontroltoday.com/view/70-covid-19-cases-transmitted-by-children
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/updated-covid-19-vaccines-use-united-states-beginning-fall-2023
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/has-covid-19-threatened-routine-childhood-vaccination-insights-us-public-opinion-polls
https://www.pfizer.com/news/announcements/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-applications-us-fda-omicron-xbb15-adapted-monovalent
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2023/Moderna-Files-for-FDA-Authorization-of-Its-Updated-COVID-19-Vaccine/default.aspx
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/06/20/covid-vaccines-pfizer-moderna-and-novavax-gear-up-for-fall-rollout.html

